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Inspiring Excellence Together 
 

SAU #15 Core Values 
1. Schools are for students. 
2. Students meet and exceed high academic standards. 
3. We each have the responsibility to ensure the success of all students. 
4. Twenty-first century instruction is necessary for twenty-first century learning. 
5. We believe that it does, in fact, "take a village to raise a child.” 

 
 
Skateboarding at School? 
"Get on Board", the skateboarding program that travels to schools around New Hampshire, arrived during the month of 
October. Maggie Lemay, Health & Physical Education Teacher, brought this exciting and unique experience to the HMS 
students. Mrs. Lemay was trained to facilitate the program, with the “Get on Board” organization providing all the gear 
necessary through their loan program.  This allowed our school to offer this program at no cost to HMS. Students were 
introduced to the “awesomeness of skateboarding” through this safe and proven program. All safety equipment was also 
provided, including helmets (with hairnets required). Students were able to bring their own helmets if they desired. The 
excitement and enthusiasm was astounding! For more information, visit http://ryeairfield.com/get-on-board/  

 
 
Title I Before School Program 
HMS is excited to again offer a before school math & reading program for our Title 1 students. This program will begin 
on Tuesday, October 30th and will be offered to all students who receive Title I math and/or reading services. In the 
math program, we will be working on a variety of math skills, including fact fluency, tackling word problems, and bar 
modeling.  We will be utilizing games from our Math in Focus® program, reviewing grade level material, as well as using 
DreamBox®. In the reading program, we will be using the computer-based program, Lexia Core5®, and working in small 
groups to target students’ specific needs. We will also be working on skills to improve reading fluency and 
comprehension. Sessions will be held Tuesday through Thursday from 8:00-8:40AM. Parents may choose to drive their 
child to school or students can travel on Cawley busses, which will transport them to HMS.  
 
Review of Discipline Practices in Supporting Student Outcomes (HSB Goal) 
The HSB developed a goal of “reviewing discipline practices in supporting student outcomes”. Student management 
consequences are purposeful, skillfully and fairly applied to limit the effect on student learning. All students are provided 
their due process by being given the chance to articulate their story of the event that occurred. School administration 
communicates the alleged infraction, results of the investigation and then if applicable a consequence to parents. 
Remedies are developed by the administration and/or school counselors with the goal of finding a better strategy that will 
change the behavior if the same situation arises again. These remedies are also communicated to parents, students, 
and teachers.  The remedies are unique and specific to each student. Parents, students and the 
school all work together to develop positive solutions to limit student management issues. Behavior 
issues are learning experiences for all.  
 
Fire Prevention Week Assembly - October 30 
Fire Prevention Week Assemblies occurred on October 30. These class assemblies were 
approximately thirty minutes and will be held in the HMS Common Area followed by a visit outside 
to see a fire truck. This has been an annual tradition for many years. We thank the Hooksett Fire 
Department for their time and the work that they do with our school community.  

http://ryeairfield.com/get-on-board/


 
Mental Health/Social/Health Education - “Teaching Good Decision Making Skills & Healthy Choices” (HSB Goal) 
The HMS Health and Guidance classes focus on helping students have good decision-making skills about themselves 
that directly affect mental, physical, and social-emotional health. There is a general focus on making healthy and safe 
choices. This is based on the National Health Education Standards and the New Hampshire Health Education Standards 
for Grades 3-5. Below is an overview of our current offering at HMS: 

● Grade 3 (All lessons can be applied to "Good Decision Making" and "Healthy Choices") 
○ Students learn to make healthy nutrition decisions  
○ Students learn to recognize safe behaviors in order to make positive, 

healthy choices at home, school, and in the community 
○ Students learn the short & long-term consequences of bullying and how to 

intervene in these difficult situations  
○ Students learn the importance of diversity in a community and the positive 

and possibly negative impact their behavior will have on others 
○ Students learn to identify healthy coping strategies to utilize in various situations 
○ Students have learned the Zones of Regulation Curriculum to help regulate their behavior  

● Grade 4 (All lessons can be applied to "Good Decision Making" and "Healthy Choices") 
○ Students learn to make healthy choices utilizing nutritional labels to identify the six main nutrients that 

our body needs to live and be healthy 
○ Students learn how to respond to emergency situations by learning basic first aid techniques 
○ Students learn to identify healthy coping strategies through the Zones of Regulation curriculum to help 

make positive choices regulating their behavior  
● Grade 5 (All lessons can be applied to "Good Decision Making" and "Healthy Choices") 

○ Good Decision Making Skills - Students learn in their guidance Lessons about decision-making models, 
responding to peer pressure, refusal skills, and social media skills 

○ Students learn to make healthy choices via lessons in their classes and in health. Topics include: 
medicine, drugs, inhalants, tobacco, vape-type devices, alcohol, etc. Hooksetts School Resource Officer 
will demonstrate the effect of drugs/alcohol on individuals utilizing “impairment goggles” to recreate the 
effects of drugs. 

 
Tinker Days at the HMS Media Center  

Rosanne Beaudoin, HMS Media Specialist, has been working with representatives from 
the Hooksett Public Library to offer an opportunity for all students to “tinker” with different 
STEM products and activities again this year.  Each classroom will have the opportunity to 
explore coding through Ozobots, Probots, and Sphero; learn about electricity and circuitry 
through Snapcircuits and clay circuit activities; focus on logic and sequencing by playing 
Gravity Maze and other games; and learn to think spatially and use creativity by using 
recyclables and MakeDo kits to create new objects. It’s been exciting to see the classes 
that have done the Tinker Day and the other classes are looking forward to it. The 
materials are also available for loan to classrooms as well. 
 

Mayan Dig at HMS 
Three fifth grade classes (Mrs. Levesque, Mrs. Godbout, & Mr. Rivet) participated in a 
Mayan Dig at school. Artifacts were hidden in a sandy area and the students participated 
in a simulated archeologists dig, using varied tools and a search grid in the sand. Mrs. 
Lang, a former HMS teacher, assisted in the setup and activity. Thanks to all! 
 
ALPS / Enrichment @ HMS 
The ALPS teachers have started up advancement classes for students in math and 
literacy. Math advancement has a variety of pathways for students, and we have worked hard to select and adjust those 
avenues based on individual student needs. They include virtual learning (VLACS), grade advancement and some 
extended learning activities. 
 
Plans are in place to begin offering enrichment math sessions to our high achieving AND highly motivated 3rd-grade 
math students. We spread a wide net to allow for many students to access challenge programming in short-term, 



enrichment sessions. Later this year, some of these students will be recommended for ALPS regular advanced learning. 
 
There will be a Recycling/Sustainability Presentation on November 7, by Ray Dube, the sustainability 
manager at the Londonderry-based Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Northern New England. There will be four 
presentations throughout the day for our students to attend.  
 

A PTA grant has allowed the ALPS teachers to create STEM Bins for grades 3 and 4. These have now been introduced 
to all classrooms and are being put to use. They offer another layer of STEM enrichment opportunities for students, on a 
small, manageable scale. We will collect information from teachers and students to see how effective these bins are and 
adjust and add more bins accordingly. 
 
The Invention Convention will happen again at HMS this year in February 2019. We are 
going to add a category of inventions called the ‘Rube Goldberg Design’. To prepare 
students for this, we have teamed up with HMS Media Specialist, Rosanne Beaudoin, to 
host 3 days of Rube Goldberg Tinker Days in November, where each class will visit for a 
40-minute lesson and hands-on experience with how to create a Rube Goldberg design. We 
hope this will ignite interest as we later introduce the Invention Convention and invite 
students to sign-up. 
 
SDS (Shooter Detection System) Update 
This state of the art system is in the process of being installed.  We anticipate the installation and testing of 
the system to be fully completed later this fall.  
 
Updated Radios at HMS 
The new digital radios are up and running at HMS. This is a part of the security upgrades throughout the 
school district. These will allow for an improvement in communication within the school and between the other 
schools and the district office. The old radios will be repurposed within the school.  
 

Quote to Note 
“If you don't like something, change it. If you can't change it, change your attitude.” 

 Maya Angelou 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  

  
Stephen A. Harrises, Principal   
 

 Upcoming Events at Hooksett Memorial School 

November 2018  
11/02 - Grade 4 Water Treatment Facility Field Trip  
11/07 - Recycling/Sustainability Presentation 
11/12 - Veterans Day - No School 
11/13 - Parent/Teacher Conference Day - No School  
11/14 - Picture Retake Day  
11/19 - PTA Bingo Night  
11/21 to 11/23 - Thanksgiving Break - No School  
11/30 - PTA Reflections Entries Due  

December 2018  
12/05 - HMS Winter Concert/Evening Concert 
12/07 - HMS Winter Concert Snow Date  
12/08 - PTA Holiday Carnival  
12/11 - CMS Band Performance @ HMS  
12/18 - Beginning Band Party  
12/20 - Advanced Band Party  
12/24 to 01/01 - Winter Vacation  

 


